THE MAGAZINE OF 


AUGUST 1963 PRICE 6d. 


THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


President: 
H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., K.T. 


Royal Patron: 
H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent 


Hon. Officers: 
Chairman of Executive Committee: 
Dr. D. E. Wheeler, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.1.C. 


Vice-Chairmen: 


J. F. G. Emms A. Moira 


Hon. Treasurer: 
W. A. Burn, F.C.A. 


Members of the Executive Committee: 
J. E. O. Arnold, F.c.A. 
E. Barnett, M.C.S.P., M.CH.S. 
Miss J. Garwood, B.A. 


Dr. G. H. Hogben, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., D.P.H. 


R. A. Jupp, A.M.I.MECH.E. 
J. L. Peterson, M.A. 

J. Pringle, M.A. 

B. Taylor, A.M.1.Gas.E. 


Chairman of Consultative Council: 
The Earl of Westmorland 


Director: 
Dr. C. P. Stevens, M.B.E., M.B., Ch.B. 


Assistant Director, Finance: 
J Price;A.G-A: 


Assistant Director, Services to Spastics: 
J. A. Loring 


Secretary: 
R. C. E. Cumplen 


Vol. IX, No. 8 


Prince Philip Visits Paediatric Unit ... 
Princess Marina Visits Ponds Home 

Holiday Hotel in the North-West ... 
Holidays for Shrewsbury Spastics ... 
Speech Day at Delarue 

* Hustle and Bustle at Coombe Farm 


International Congress on the Education of 


the Deaf 
Groups in the East 
Spastics at Work 


OPP APD PP EP YAP LP IPSPUPUPD PDE EPPA PY LANA AAPA NAGI NGPA Aen bep dead bea ban bapnbepalarn lpn bapn larly laplayilay kapalepa kepada lop lepnkeprlerasop lapalopalapulepakeralorayrlynorlennlerilepileriler 


2 


Editor: Eve Renshaw 


PAGE PAGE 


[ IN THIS ISSUE 


Challenge of 


Freedom 


LL of us who are concerned with educa- 
tion, or who have children of our own, 
must be profoundly disturbed at some of 
the things we see around us today—and even 
more profoundly disturbed by the thought 
that, collectively, we may be responsible. 
“‘We stood up to the challenge of adventure 
and the greater challenge of adversity, but 
we do not seem to have been prepared for 
the challenge of security and the greater 
challenge of affluence. 

‘It can be said that there are three sorts 
of freedom: freedom to do as we please, 
which, if practised personally, can destroy a 
personality and, if practised universally, 
would lead to anarchy: freedom to do as we 
must—the freedom that Newton observed in 
an apple which obeys the law of gravity—the 
freedom of the slave: and, far above either 
of these, the freedom to do as we ought. It is 
into this last freedom that we are born, and it 
is within it that we must make our choices.” 


Dr. C. P. Stevens, Directory of the Spastics Society, 
speaking at the Thomas Delarue School last month. 
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Prince Philip Meets The 
Prince Philip Professor 


Royal Day at The Society's Research Unit 


if was a Royal Day at Cameron House on Tuesday, June 11, 
when our President, the Duke of Edinburgh, visited the 
Society’s Paediatric Research Unit at Guy’s Hospital. The 
Duke was received by Mr. J. F. G. Emms, Vice-Chairman, 
and Dr. C. P. Stevens, Director of the Society. 


As he passed through the courtyard to where Professor 
Paul E. Polani, Prince Philip Professor of Paediatric Re- 
search and Mr. E. G. Slesinger, Senior Governor of Guy’s, 
were waiting to greet him, the royal visitor was the target of a 
battery of cameras trained on him by nurses and _ hospital 
staff in the brilliant sunshine. Even the hospital’s two cats— 
one, we noticed, was auspiciously black—caught up in the 
general air of excitement, pushed their way in to the front 
ranks and watched proceedings with great interest. 

Prince Philip spent over an hour at the Unit, inspecting 
laboratories and dark rooms and talking to doctors, technicians 
and laboratory workers about the various phases of their work. 
He started his tour on the ground floor, where the experi- 
mental pathology laboratories are located, then to the first 
floor to inspect tissue culture and chromosome studies. On 
the second floor he visited dark rooms and watched the 
examination of chromosome preparations. Much to the 
delight of the official photographers present, he donned a 
protective cap and mask while looking at specimens in one 
department. Peering at tissue through a microscope he said 
“The most interesting thing I see when I look into micro- 
scope are these little worms that wriggle about in front of my 
eyes.” Turning to a woman research worker in the laboratory, 
he added, “I hope you see them too.” He seemed relieved 
when she replied, “Oh yes, it’s quite normal.” 

The Duke, and the party accompanying him which included 
Lord Westmorland, chairman of the Society’s newly instituted 


\CAMERON 


Prince Philip with (left to right) Mr. E. G. ee ae Senior 
Governor of Guy’s, Professor P. E. Polani, and Mr. J. G. 
Emms, Vice-Chairman of the Spastics Society 


Consultative Council, then proceeded to the third floor, where 
the biochemical laboratories are situated. Professor Polani, 
who conducted Prince Philip on his tour and explained details 
of the work being undertaken, was closely questioned by him 
on various aspects. 

Prince Philip was obviously impressed with the great strides 
which the Unit has taken since its inception. The project, 
first of its kind in the world, is being financed by the Society, 
which has undertaken to provide over £2 million in the next 
few years so that researches to find the cause of cerebral 
palsy can be undertaken on the broadest possible lines. The 
Unit is self-contained, covering 5,000 square feet and is 
named Cameron House after Hector Cameron, the first 
children’s physician at Guy’s Hospital. 

Prince Philip ended his visit in the library where the 
following were presented : 

Dr. E. R. Boland, Dean, Guy’s Hospital Medical & Dental 
School. 

Mr. A. P. Moira, Vice-chairman, The Spastics Society 
(a founder of the National Spastics Society). 

Mr. W. A. Burn, Hon. Treasurer, The Spastics Society. 

Mr. I. D. Dawson Shepherd, Founder and Chairman of 
the National Spastics Society and Governor, Guy’s Hospital 
Medical School. 

Mr. A. E. Orchard Lisle, member of the Council of 
Governors, Guy’s Hospital. 

Dr. M. L. Johnson Abercrombie, Biologist. 

Dr. Philip F. Benson, Senior Lecturer in Biochemistry. 

John L. Hamerton, Senior Lecturer in Cytogenetics. 

Dr. Michael Joseph, Research Fellow, Paedriatric Research 
Unit. 

Dr. Duncan Leys, Medical Administrator. 

Dr. Alison McDonald, Senior Lecturer in Epidemiology. 

Dr. Donald Y. Mackenzie, Research Fellow, Cerebral Palsy 
Assessment Unit (part time). 

Dr. Roy Spector, Lecturer in Experimental Pathology. 

Evidence of the great interest aroused by the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s visit was shown by the fact that both BBC and 
ITV included filmed excerpts on their news programmes 
that evening and photographs appeared in all the leading 
national newspapers and many provincial journals. 

Coinciding with the Royal visit, an article on the work of 
the medical research unit by the Director appeared in the 
Medical News. This covered more than a page of this widely 


circulated weekly. 
Nina Heycock. 


H.R.H. Princess Marina Visits 


Ponds 


Ape only sunny morning in rain-sodden weeks shone on 
Princess Marina’s visit to Ponds at the end of June to 
open the new extensions. 

Gathered in the courtyard before the new building, the 
residents chattered peacefully, in their good suits and pretty 
dresses. Staff positively glimmered in nylon overalls. Visitors 
in gay hats and flowered buttonholes milled doucely about. 
Dr. Wheeler, the Society’s Chairman, calculated where the 
royal car would stop, dropped a bit of twig on the pavement, 
and pensively stood on it. The county’s only police Jaguar 
whispered in, manned exclusively by the Inspectorate, and 
took up its position. Then the lovely blue Rolls drifted 
gently up the drive, and Princess Marina stepped out, fol- 
lowed by her Lady in Waiting. All the women present decided 
on the instant to give up even trying to dress well. 

Rita Chance, aged 25, from Solihull, came forward in her 
wheelchair and presented Princess Marina with a bouquet 
of roses and carnations. 

Dr. Wheeler welcomed Her Royal Highness, and in a 
pleasant short speech rehearsed the history of Ponds and 
the kindness shown to the Family by its Royal Patron, who 
had visited the centre, informally, twice before. 

In replying, Princess Marina said, “I feel I am part of the 
family of Ponds, and it is in this capacity that I am here 
with all of you today.” Today’s ceremony, she said, was the 
culmination of years of strenuous effort and goodwill. “I 
have watched the development of this place since 1955, and 
it has been a joy to watch.” 


meee: 
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The Swimming Pool 


Referring to the recent amalgamation between the British 
Council for the Welfare of Spastics and the old National 
Spastics Society, Princess Marina said that two great organi- 
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Home 


The Workshop 


sations had pooled their resources and started afresh with 
renewed vitality. “God bless you all in your great work.” 

Her Royal Highness pulled a cord opening curtains which 
had hidden a plaque on the wall. Mrs. L. M. Gibb, Chairman 
of the Friends of Ponds, thanked the Princess for consenting 
to open these extensions. 

Mrs. Christine Brown, Warden of Ponds, Dr. Wheeler 
and Mrs. Gibb conducted Princess Marina on a tour of the 
new buildings, including the workshop and swimming pool, 
pictured here. Before the family scattered to its work, it 
queued up to gaze reverently at the royal car. The chauffeur 
very kindly held open one of the doors so that everyone could 
see it properly. 

Incidentally, the shop at Ponds is to have a new sign— 
“Under Royal Patronage”. Princess Marina bought a bar of 
chocolate there so that this could be done. When she left, she 
waved to the family and called goodbye, driving away into 
the sunny morning to enthusiastic cheers. 

During the royal visit, the following people were presented : 

Mrs. L. M. Gibb, Chairman, Friends of Ponds; Mrs. C. 
Brown, Warden of Ponds; Mr. A. Moira, Vice-Chairman of 
the Spastics Society, and Mrs. Moira; Mr. W. A. Burn, Hon. 
Treasurer of the Spastics Society, and Mrs. Burn; Mrs. 
Wheeler; Mr. N. D. Bosworth Smith, c.B., Vice-Chairman of 
the B.C.W.S. at the time of amalgamation, and Mrs. Bos- 
worth Smith; Mr. Hall, architect of the new buildings at 
Ponds; Dr. C. P. Stevens, Director of the Spastics Society, 
and Mrs. Stevens; Dr. Agassiz, Warden of Ponds, 1955-57; 
Mrs, Arkless. 


* * * 


12 a short ceremony later the same morning Dr. Wheeler 

' presented Mr. and Mrs. Bosworth Smith with an illu- 
minated Minute, taken from minutes of the last Executive 
meeting of the B.C.W.S., and recording the Council’s grati- 
tude to them for the enthusiasm which they had brought to 
the task of creating and ensuring success to the pioneer 
project of Ponds. The Minute was bound in a leather folder. 

Derrick Ireland, the family’s Treasurer, presented Mrs. 
Bosworth Smith with a basket of fine brown eggs, surrounding 


an old-fashioned nosegay of flowers—a most unusual and 
attractive present. 


A Holiday Hotel 
For 
The North-West 


ay NEW holiday home for the North-West and another 

example of joint effort between the Spastics Society and 
a local group, in this instance the Southport, Formby and 
District Spastics Society, is illustrated in the New Southport 
holiday hotel. The need for more holiday accommodation 
has been a matter for concern to both societies; each in its 
own way had decided to develop new facilities of this type 
during the present year. The decision to combine on a 
joint project was both logical and to the mutual advantage 
of both organisations. The capital cost is being met by the 
Spastics Society with the onus for the annual cost of running 
the hotel falling on local effort. 

Premises ideally suited for use as a holiday home are few 
and far between. So often they are too large or too small, 
too far away from the sea or too expensive. But premises 
not far short of the ideal have been found in Birkdale, near 
Southport, and the Society has entered into negotiations for 
the purchase of this property, negotiations which it is hoped 
will have an early and successful outcome. 

The premises are rather more than 70 years old and /stand 
in spacious grounds, some five minutes’ walk away-from the 
sea front and its unlimited expanse of sand. Local shops and 
the excellent range of amenities offered by one of the most 
attractive towns in Lancashire are available in Southport, 
less than a mile distant. The hotel, which will accommodate 
up to 16 parents and children, will have fully equipped 
accommodation for children including a specially designed 
play area under cover. In order that the premises can be used 
out of season, especially during winter months, the fittings 
have been so designed to cater for the more severely handi- 
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The new Holiday Hotel at Birkdale, near Southport 


capped person. These include a new lift between ground and 
first floor. 

The centre will have its own resident staff all of whom 
will be people experienced in institutional management, or 
suitably qualified and experienced in the care of the handi- 
capped. The day-to-day operation of the hotel will be in the 
hands of a special management committee appointed jointly 
by the national and local societies. 

Full details of the new hotel will be circulated to all local 
societies and authorities later in the year and the hotel should 
be sufficiently advanced by the end of the year to provide 
short-term stay facilities and out-of-season holidays. 

In the first instance holidays will be for accompanied 
spastics and those able to look after themselves. 

D. Lancaster-Gaye. 


Shrewsbury Committee 
Arranges Holidays for Spastics 


\V\/ HEN the Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group 
arrange a holiday for one of their members, they like 
to do it properly. A week—sometimes a fortnight—by the 
sea is something very special if the rest of the year is spent 
in a chair or in bed with little change to see from its four 
walls surrounding you. The holiday will be something that 
you can remember, and talk about, for the rest of your life. 
Early every year the Group Committee decide how much 
they can afford to spend on holidays during the coming 
summer. Holidays have been arranged now for eight years. 
In each of the last four years about £600 has been expended. 
When the amount has been settled, a small sub-committee 
is appointed to decide who should go and where the holiday 
shall be. The task this sub-committee has is unenviable. There 


are so many spastics who need and deserve a holiday. Quite 
obviously, however, they cannot all go. The disappointed 
ones must be considered again another year. 

The holiday arrangements cover everything—the hotel or 
holiday camp, transport, escort if needed, even a little pocket 
money. Where necessary, committee members see the spastics 
on the train, and home again at the end of the holiday. 

A popular place for spastics’ holidays is the Arundel Hotel 
at Westcliff. Here the staff know all about spastics and look 
after them admirably. Other holidays are arranged at the 
Prestatyn Holiday Camp, where everything is “‘on the level” 
in more ways than one, and a jolly good time is had by all. 
Some spastics join a large party of other handicapped people 
for a week at another holiday camp at Weston-super-Mare, 
where an excellent programme of entertainments is arranged 
for their benefit. Other holidays are tailor-made to meet 
special requirements. 

The Shrewsbury and District Spastic Group has good 
grounds for thinking that its holiday scheme is one of the 
most valuable of all its efforts to help spastics. jf Cowen. 


Speech Day 


at 


The Thomas Delarue School 


O Delarue Speech Day could be unduly serious in the hands of 

Mr. Davies, its Headmaster, and on June 15, 1963, it was a 
gay, heart-warming and happy celebration, with Dr. Stevens, the 
Society’s Director, to give away the prizes, and members of the 
Executive Committee and Board of Governors on the platform, 
listening to the year’s tale of achievement. 


HEADMASTERS’ REPORT 


In presenting his report for the year Mr. H. B. Davies, M.B.E., 
B.Sc., Headmaster of the Delarue School, said that an epoch in the 
history of the school was ending. Next term would see it installed in 
superb new buildings, designed and equipped to place it in the 
forefront of the field of Special Education. 


New Methods 


In the last year, Mr. Davies said, the practice of grouping 
students in sets according to attainment and aptitude, regardless of 
age, had been extended to more subjects, and the economy of time, 
reduction of distraction and increased concentration resulting from 
this practice had facilitated and improved progress in learning. 

A noteworthy “side-effect” was the happier, more confident 
approach to formal study by pupils, particularly among the slower, 
more handicapped boys and girls. They now worked alongside their 
peers and so tended to lose any sense of inferiority or failure en- 
gendered when obliged to work in a group containing quicker, 
more advanced fellow students. “Any method calculated to diminish 
a sense of diffidence, inferiority or failure, so prevalent among 
spastics, is worth pursuing if only for this reason,’ Mr. Davies 
said. 

Many more students were now using typewriters, with significant 
benefits to their work and to the personalities, too, of some. For 
these the typewriter had economised time and energy, and had 
provided an almost magical release from warping frustration. ‘“‘At 
last they are able to express their thoughts, their ideas, their know- 
ledge and to show what they can do. We are being continually 
surprised by the progress and achievement of some of these pre- 
viously almost inarticulate boys and girls. Their unwearying per- 
sistence, too, is truly most admirable. 

“After much searching and many trials we have found com- 
puters and calculating machines suitable for a number of students 
and these are now in regular use, not only by the more advanced 
in mathematics but also by some boys and girls who find number 
work peculiarly difficult. For the advanced student the more 
intricate computers save much time and enable much more work 
to be accomplished and so more rapid progress is made, while for 
those pupils who find the manipulation and understanding of 
arithmetical processes difficult, the simple calculator relieves them 
of much tedious mental and physical effort. 


Physical Training and Therapy 


_ “New techniques have done much for our pupils on the physical 
side. Our boys, and our girls too, are more active, more resilient, 
stronger, and more self-reliant than ever. They approach physical 
activities and games with markedly more verve and enthusiasm 
than formerly, showing a keen readiness to have a go at whatever 
teacher or therapist asks of them. Physical habilitation and progress 
can only come from within, from the pupil’s own will and deter- 
mination, and any method which gives incentive for greater personal 
effort is valuable to this end. The new therapy helps to give our 
young people courage and self-respect, helps them to realise that 
they are not so very different after all, and that they can do the 
things that other youngsters do. It has resulted in the development 
of a more complete body image as pupils seek to use the disabled 
limbs, or hands and feet to accomplish the same exercise or gym- 
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nastic as their fellows, and in finding a new comradeship in en- 
deavour. This, in turn, is reflected in greater emotional stability 
and a positive growing up. Now the boys and girls keen on rhyth- 
mic music want to dance and are soon jumping up and making 
that palsied leg function, maybe uncertainly and shakily at first, 
but with a rapidly growing mastery. 


Academic Achievements 


“On the academic side I am happy to report very good results 
in the various public examinations. In the G.C.E. Examinations last 
year, while there were no advanced level candidates, we had a large 
entry at the ordinary level and a very satisfactory list of successes. 
These included nine passes in English Language, six in Literature, 
five in Mathematics, six in History and our first and only entry 
in Art, Andrew Lisicki, who, incidentally, passed in five subjects. 
Lance Green passed with high marks in four subjects, and Ann 
Smith also passed in four subjects. Geoffrey Walker and Graham 
Pearson got three subjects each. Particularly noteworthy were the 
performances of two severely handicapped pupils, John Wilkinson 
and Elaine Duckett, in English Language, John securing over 90 
per cent and Elaine over 80 per cent of the possible marks. 

“Michael Beacham passed the Institute of Linguists Examination 
in French at the Student III stage. 

“In the Royal Society of Arts examinations Alan Brookes per- 
formed with outstanding merit, passing in Advanced Typing, in 
Shorthand at 100 w.p.m., in English Language and Literature at 
Stage II and in Commerce and Commercial Arithmetic. You will 
be pleased to know that he is now working as a Conveyance Clerk 
to a firm of solicitors at his home town of Stoke-on-Trent. Chris- 
tine Laurie passed in Stage I Typing. 

“In the examinations of the Associated Board of the Royal School 
of Music, Christopher Mansell passed with very high marks in 
Grade V, closely followed in the same grade by Geoffrey Walker. 
Graham Burn passed with good marks in Grade II.” 


More Laurels from the Music Festival 


An enthusiastic and quite voluntary group of students had again 
gallantly essayed the Royal Tunbridge Wells Music Festival and 
came away with an impressive batch of Certificates of Merit, each 
requiring a minimum of 80 per cent of the possible marks. The 
school choir had even improved on its startling performance in 1962 
by moving up from third to second place and earning a very warm 
commendation from the adjudicator, John Churchill. Incidentally, 
ours was much the smallest choir competing too. 


Sitting for Exams. 


“This year several G.C.E. candidates from the modern side will 
be sitting the examination,” said Mr. Davies, “‘a direct result of our 
new system of sets. I’m sure we all wish them well, but again I 
would underline the words of caution I gave you last year. Don’t 
set too great a store on examination successes, don’t set too high a 
target for your children. Encourage and sustain them by all means, 
but be sure the goal you set for them is attainable. Books are good 
enough in their own way but they are a poor substitute for life. 
If a man reads very hard, an old anecdote reminds us, he will have 
little time for thought. As Stevenson said in his delightful ‘Apology 
for Idlers’, ‘An intelligent person, looking out of his eyes and 
hearkening in his ears, with a smile on his face all the time, will 
get more true education than many another in a life of heroic vigils’. 
Herein lies the secret of the joy and pleasure of working with our 
handicapped youngsters, the smile always so ready, so warming. 

ere is no duty we so much underrate as the duty of being happy. 
By being happy we sow anonymous benefits on those around us, 
and it would seem that most of our students have learnt this lesson,” 


Practical Work 


Mr. Davies told the visitors that as they went round the School 
they could see much very worthwhile work done in the practical 
departments, work done by boys and girls who were unlikely to 
achieve academic successes, but in the doing of which they had 
achieved equal satisfaction and pleasure. Some again had contri- 
buted enjoyable and noteworthy things with their voices alone, in 
witty conversation, in their reading of the Bible at Assembly, in 
singing for the entertainment of others. 


Swimming 

“Mr. Pastry’s” Pool had been in constant daily use throughout 
the year, even through the severe winter, for hydro-therapy and 
basic swimming lessons, so that more pupils face the perils of a full 
size pool with equanimity and enthusiasm, Students now held certifi- 
cates awarded under the English Schools Swimming Association’s 
Award Scheme for the Handicapped. 


Leisure 


“Our School Magazine, which I hope you all read, and recent 
articles in the SPASTICS NEWS, written by Delarue pupils, gave some 
idea of the variety of interests and activities which occupy our 
students and through which they are learning that life yet holds 
much for them, and that work or employment is not the sum total 
of life. We seek here to provide for all our young people, the means 
to fill the quiet moments of leisure with pleasure and satisfaction, and 
make it easier for them to find friends, and a place in the social 
round. The fostering of wide interests and activities, along with 
the gradual development of insight into their own limitations, leads 
to a feeling of equality on the mental level with others in the 
community. When visitors to the School sometimes ask me how I 
manage to preserve equanimity and enthusiasm for my work here, 
how we all react with such sangfroid, I have to tell them that when 
there is such real equality on this mental and spiritual level, physical 
disabilities recede utterly from consciousness on both sides—we 
forget our pupils are handicapped. 


Plans for the Future 


Mr. Davies spoke of his plans for the School’s life in its new 
buildings. “We shall continue to experiment, to try out new tech- 
niques in education and treatment,” he said. “I intend to broaden 
the available curricula and largely to eliminate the present division 
into grammar and modern sides. Thus, for example, I propose to 
start all our students on a second language as a vehicle of speech 
learnt through oral work in the new tongue, as one would learn 
it living among the natives and not simply as an academic exercise. 
As soon as possible all will be introduced to algebra and geometry 


Dr. C. P. Stevens, Director of the Society, presents Miss Christine 
Laurie with the Senior Domestic Science Prize 


instead of some being confined to arithmetic. The teaching of 
science will be widened to include a full course of physics and 
chemistry even for those who can only listen and observe experi- 
ments and demonstrations, for I hold that some knowledge of the 
sciences should be available for everyone in this scientific age. In 
these innovations I know I can count on the whole-hearted support 
of the staff.” 


Tribute to a Team 


The Headmaster paid warm tribute to, among others, the teachers, 
therapists, matrons and houseparents, and domestic and household 
staffs, of all categories, for all they had done to maintain the tone 
and spirit of the School, “for much quiet, unpublished effort out- 
side their normal run of duty, and for their consistent loyalty and 
enthusiasm.” 


Parent, Staff and Student 


In conclusion Mr. Davies said, “I want you, the parents of our 
students, to know how much we depend on your confidence and 
support, and how grateful we are that we have your trust. We all 
long for miracles, but you know your children here are achieving 
them all the time, small though they may be. Your job and ours 
is to create for them an environment which will develop that energy 
which drives them towards mastery of their difficulties, and stimu- 
lates a feeling that mastery is possible. Together we must build up 
and sustain confidence in us and joy in achievement. 


R. C. P. STEVENS, Director of the Society, acting as repre- 
sentative of the Hon. Officers and many other voluntary 
workers, gave away all the prizes—though there was one dangerous 
moment when he was called upon to present Graham Burn, son of 
the Society’s Hon. Treasurer, with a book called How to Lie With 
Statistics. The Director and Mr. Davies dropped everything and 
engaged in one of those outrageous arguments to which the staff 
of the Society have learned to look forward with simple pleasure. 
Finally Graham got the book—on condition he didn’t lend it to his 
father. 

Talking to the pupils about the tool of education, Dr. Stevens 
suggested adopting a new set of ‘““The Three R’s’”. These used to 
be Reading, Writing and Arithmetic (“‘but not, apparently, spelling’, 
he said). 

“Although Britain may still be going strong on the Three R’s, we 
cannot help asking ourselves what is happening to other standards 
and values. You who are growing up now, and will in some way 
or other shoulder some of the burden, may well feel it wise to 
adopt a new Three R’s—right, restraint and responsibility.” 

The Director thought Delarue pupils had already begun to show 
that they chose these three. “Iwo of the best things that I have 
seen in my association with you and your predecessors have been 
these: 

“First, a group of young people here with a fair amount of 
troubles of their own organised collections and work for World 
Refugee Year. I know that you took it for granted: but there are 
plenty of people with less to worry about who have done less, and 
so it’s not tod bad a start. And I know that it moved one of your 
visitors to tears. 

“The other was in relation to the Liége trial of those sad people 
who could not face their difficulties: there was a good deal of 
correspondence in the press from less responsible but perhaps well- 
meaning people who wrote about putting the child out of its 
misery, when what they were really dealing with was their own 
misery and inadequacy. I don’t want to say much about this for 
fear of misunderstanding and distress, except to say that the senior 
pupils here understood the drift of this correspondence and that 
three of them, severely handicapped, brought the Daily Telegraph 
correspondence to an end with a simple and understanding letter 
quietly pleading the truth of the matter, quietly pleading for under- 
standing and justice, bringing home sharply the reality and dignity 
of life. Many people were grateful for that letter and I was one 
of them. The Primate of Belgium asked permission to have it 
translated and published throughout his country. Many people, too, 
were shamed. And the letter was restrained in its writing, respon- 
sible in its approach and by all our common instincts, right.” 

Dr. Stevens, expressing his pleasure in the prize-giving, said he 
was sorry that there was no immediate way of awarding a collective 
prize to the whole school—‘“Unless perhaps that is it, now being 
built up the road there, at Starvecrow.” 


(Prize list on page I7) 
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HUSTLE & BUSTLE 
AT COOMBE FARM 


ATE in 1961, when I came for interview at Coombe 

’ Farm, I was told that life here was full and hectic. Since 
then I have found that to be very true. 

For the past sixteen months I have scarcely had a moment 
of idleness. From half-past nine until a quarter-to-five, we 
are all busy in our occupational therapy workshop at basket 
work, rug-making, embroidery and other crafts. Those with 
steadier hands carry out light assembly work on contract to 
a number of outside firms. We are payed for our work 
periodically according to how hard we work—(or otherwise). 

We have a kitchen attached to the workshop, in which we 
practice preparing and cooking food in groups of three, in 
turn. 

When the day’s work is done we spend our evenings at our 
various hobbies. One girl is writing her autobiography, which 
she hopes will one day be published. My own hobby is 
painting in both oils and water-colour. I sell my paintings, 
which earns me quite a bit of money, and I have many orders 
for them. 

There are numerous other evening activities. We have a 
film weekly in the winter and fortnightly through the summer. 
Occasionally a choral group puts on a play or pantomime 
for us and among the more regular weekly events we have a 
scouts’ and guides’ night and a gramophone recital. Each 
Wednesday a small group is taken out for an evening at the 
local Youth Club and every so often students of London 
University take a party of us out on a Sunday to places of 
interest. We particularly like this because we mix with 
ordinary people of our own age group. 

Three of us are, at present, attending the new technical 
college in Croydon. One boy is learning bookbinding and I 
and another boy attend the art class on Fridays. Although 
I have been painting for nine years, I am mostly self-taught, 
with a little help from various friends, and our Matron and 


Here is Victor, painting away with his head-gadget. One of his 

landscapes, of an autumn scene, now hangs in Mr. Loring’s office 

at Park Crescent, and its delicate glowing colours must now have 

been admired by about half England. Look out for it next time 
you come 


Warden thought it was time for me to have more skilled 
instruction. The technical college was a little dubious about 
accepting us at first, thinking that we would feel conspicuous 
among normal students, but we have been attending for 12 
weeks now and feel quite at home there. 

Naturally enough, they stared at me at first which is not 
surprising as I paint with my brushes attached to an alu- 
minium helmet on my head, but once the novelty had worn 
off, I was soon accepted as one of them, though my first 
day there I must have looked odd going through the college 
loaded with an attaché case, brief case and my helmet on my 
head. 

Coombe Farm is by no means a quiet centre. There is noise 
and bustle going on all day and the days seem to fly past, but 
then it’s always better to have a little too much to do than 


not enough. 
Victor Hancox. 


HOMEWORKER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 


ISS BARBARA SKINNER has been elected Home- 
worker of the Year, for work showing the best quality 
and effort in relation to handicap. 

At a friendly ceremony at Park Crescent, Barbara was 
presented with a cheque of £10, and the runner-up, Miss 
Pat Berry, with £5, by Dr. Stevens. He told them, “What 
you have done is to set a standard for many other home 
workers to aim at, and to give them, by your success, the 
kind of encouragement most of us need, and many of our 
homeworkers desperately need.” 

Both girls are members of their Local Group—Barbara 
of Norfolk and Norwich, Pat of Ilford and Romford. Pat 
aged 20, soon devised plans for her prize money, and has 
bought a camera with a flash. 

Barbara, guest of the Society for the day, ended it with 
a visit back-stage at the Whitehall Theatre, where star Brian 
Rix congratulated her on her win, and she him on his show, 
“One For the Pot”, which she had just enjoyed. 

What does it feel like to do so well? Turn to our letters 
page and see. . 
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Our picture shows (L. to R.) Mrs. Skinner, the Director, Barbara, 
Miss Morgan, and Mr. Hargreaves, and (front row) runner-up 
Pat Berry with her mother, at the presentation at Park Crescent 


INTERNATIONAL 
CONGRESS 


on the 


Education of the Deaf 


A foes 10th International Congress on the Education of the 

Deaf was held in Gallandet College, Washington, U.S.A., 
from June 22 to 28, 1963, under the auspices of the Alexan- 
der Graham Bell Association of the Deaf, Conference of 
Executives of American Schools for the Deaf, Convention of 
American Instructors of the Deaf. 


In the sweltering heat of Washington, where the day-time 
temperature seldom fell below 90 degrees Farenheit, over 
2,100 delegates from 50 countries and the United States 
were present. The programme was an exceedingly full one— 
far too full to be fully appreciated at the time—and involved 
250 papers on varied aspects of deafness. The subjects ranged 
from Early Diagnosis, the Pre-School Child through the whole 
range up to Vocational Training and Employment. There 
were papers on Manual instruction, Oral training, Speech 
reading, Otological Assessments, etc. 


Each of the papers was read by a person engaged in one 
or other service on behalf of the deaf—some dealt with 
authoritative and informative statements whilst others were 
the result of limited but nevertheless useful tit-bits of research. 

The problems of the multiple-handicapped deaf received 
a little consideration—particularly the Deaf/E.S.N. children. 
Whilst the question of the Deaf and Partial Hearing C.P. 
children were mentioned, there seems some reluctance to deal 
with these problems adequately. There is very little under- 
standing in the Deaf World of the problems of the C.P. 
Hearing Loss child—although many delegates with whom I 
spoke were keen to learn so that they may do something 
about these children in their respective countries. 

Generally the main theme of the Conference was modern 
methods and scientific technique on the teaching and the re- 
habilitation of the deaf. 


There were many professional and commercial exhibits on 
display and a wide variety of films for and about the deaf 
were shown daily. The Cheyne Centre film on Otological 
and Audiological Diagnosis of Hearing Loss with C.P. chil- 
dren was shown and an interesting discussion followed. 

As I listened to paper after paper on “Concept Formation”, 
“Auditory Perceptual Problems”, “Emotional Immaturity”’, 
“Reading Difficulties”, etc., I was constantly aware of the 
similarity of the difficulties that the deaf child has in common 
with many C.P. children. One couldn’t help but consider 
the likelihood that many deaf children may be minimal C.P. 
or brain-injured. 

There is no doubt that the Conference was successful and 
the interchange of ideas and opinion amongst the Delegates 
from so many countries, was stimulating. 

I am sure, however, that Washington D.C. in June is not 
the ideal place for an International Congress—in a Stadium 
inadequately air-conditioned! 


R. A. Pedder 
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Groups in the East 


By H. G. Knight, Eastern Regional Officer 


Api are 17 groups in the Eastern Region—four of 
which have been established within the last 18 months. 
All are affiliated to The Spastics Society, and all have 
achieved a degree of success in the enhancement of services 
for spastics in their own particular locality during the last 
few years. 

Fund raising and good public relations are fundamental to 
all groups, but commonsense application of a group’s basic 
function—to provide for the welfare of local spastics—is 
something which needs careful planning. Groups in the East 
spend their hard-earned funds wisely, because they plan wisely, 
and are prepared to learn by other people’s mistakes. The 
motto of the Region is “live in the present, and build on the 
past for the future”. The operative words in that phrase at 
the moment are “build” and “future”. 


Lincolnshire and Norfolk 


Evidence of wise planning can be seen in the two major 
rural areas in the East, Lincolnshire and Norfolk. Groups in 
these two areas felt that Spastics’ Centres were necessary— 
but what were the needs, and where and who were the spas- 
tics? Quite a few were known, but the information to hand 
was no basis for sound planning. So in each case a meeting 
was arranged with representatives of the Local Health and 
Welfare Officers concerned to obtain their views on the desir- 
ability of establishing a Spastics Centre, and the type of 
Centre most urgently needed and to obtain their co-operation 
in conducting a survey of known spastics by the mutual ex- 
change of information. 

The results—plans for Work Centres with residential 
accommodation—a statistically proven need. 


Leicestershire 


This approach to future activities and expansion is also 
being adopted in Leicestershire, where the Leicester Group 
Day Centre has been operating successfully for some time, and 
now expansion of facilities is desired, possibly developing 
into another “County” Spastics Centre as with Lincolnshire 
and Norfolk. But in Leicestershire, although the basic spastic 
problem is the same, the application is somewhat different, as 
this county is close to the Industrial Midlands area. Away 
from the immediate environs of the County Town, interests 
and natural tendencies sometimes turn towards large towns 
and cities out of the county. Whereas in the rural counties 
of Lincolnshire and Norfolk the “county” feeling is much 
stronger. 


Ipswich and East Suffolk 


The Ipswich & East Suffolk Group, whilst having its 
headquarters in a large county town, and having an industrial 
approach to solving the problem of need (the Wellington Work 
Centre produces “Ipso” detergent), nevertheless is still faced 
with rural problems in East Suffolk. To overcome them, a 
sub-committee has been established in Leiston, midway be- 
tween Ipswich and Lowestoft, and it is hoped to establish a 
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group in Lowestoft in the very near future. Once again 
sound planning. 


Northampton and County 


Another group faced with rural difficulties is the Northamp- 
ton & County Group. After devoting the bulk of their 
activities towards the provision of two new classrooms at a 
Local Authority controlled school for handicapped children— 
which contained a Cerebral Palsy Unit—this Group set about 
the task of recruiting new members (14 enrolled at the recently 
held Annual General Meeting), starting an adult social club, 
and is currently engaged in reviewing the most urgent need 
with respect to a service for local spastics. A newsletter has 
been started, and planning for the future is its theme each 
month so that members are constantly reminded to look 
ahead. 


Nottingham, Mansfield and Chesterfield 


Turning to the more densely populated areas Nottingham 
is a classic example of services to spastics at local group level 
—funds are spent as soon as they come in, on holidays, out- 
ings, visits to theatres, etc., etc., and co-operation between 
group and Local Authority, and group and other voluntary 
organisations is excellent. Mansfield Group has the advantage 
of using an Authority-controlled Physically Handicapped 
Centre (as also have Peterborough Group), and provides 
services similar to those of the Nottingham Group, and 
Chesterfield have just completed their second full year’s 
operation of the “Pine Bank” Day Centre. During last year, 
1,390 attendances by the children were made, 1,255 treat- 
ments given and 979 midday meals were served. Raised 
income for the financial year 1962/63 was £4,490; this a 
close second to Norfolk & Norwich Group’s figure of £5,514. 


Derby and Loughborough 


The other Derbyshire Group, with headquarters in Derby, 
is currently engaged on planning for a Centre in conjunction 
with the Hospital and other Local Authorities and in close 
proximity to the Derby Royal Infirmary. Equidistant also 
to Leicester and Nottingham is the recently formed Lough- 
borough Group, who since their inception six months ago 
have found 18 spastics hitherto unknown to the Society. 

The attitude of all 17 Groups is far from parochial. To 
prove this, and as an indication of their sincerity towards our 
basic problem—spastics and their welfare—£2,000 worth of 
jewellery made by spastic homeworkers was sold by Groups 
in the East last year—at no profit to Group funds—because 
it was a direct service to spastics; and 250 Group members 
with every Group represented, gave up a Sunday’s leisure to 
attend the most recent Regional Conference held in Peter- 
borough. Six Groups in Lincolnshire (some almost 100 miles 
apart) are pooling resources to establish a Lincolnshire Spas- 
tics Centre. All of these efforts are made because the Groups 
in the East realise that what we stand for is more important 
than any one—individually or collectively, and the future 
depends on building now, on past experience, 


THE 
BACCOLIAN 
SINGERS 


Tour of 
the West 


These versatile young singers formed their group when at King’s 
College, Cambridge, and every year for five years they have toured 


the West Country in August, giving concerts to raise money for 
spastic children and sleeping in Farmer Pearce’s barn on a cliff top 
at the village of Polruan. The Landlord of the Lugger Inn, Polruan, 
is their President, and the Inn is their H.Q. Their programme 
this month is: 

Sunday, 11th, 9 p.m. Atlantic Hotel, Newquay. Monday, 12th, 
9 p.m. Brookdale Hotel, Truro. Tuesday, 13th, 8 p.m. Perran 
Sands Holiday Centre, Perranporth; 9.30 p.m. Ponsmere Hotel, 
Perranporth. Wednesday, 14th, 8.30 p.m. Hotel St. Michael’s, 
Falmouth. Thursday, 15th, 8.15 p.m. Palace Theatre, Plymouth. 
Friday, 16th, a.m./p.m. Filming for Westward Television; 9.30 
p.m. Glenholt Country Club, Plymouth. Saturday, 17th, 7.30 p.m. 
The Mint Methodist Church, Exeter. Sunday, 18th, 9.15 p.m. 
Grand Hotel, Torquay. Monday, 19th. Annual Dinner with the 
President and his Lady; Polruan/Fowey. Wednesday, 21st, 8.30 
p.m. Memorial Hall, St. Mawes; 10 p.m. Rising Sun, St. Mawes. 
Thursday, 22nd, 7.30 p.m. Duporth Holiday Resort, St. Austell; 
9.30 p.m. Lugger Inn, Polruan. Friday, 23rd, 9 p.m. Fortfield 
Hotel, Sidmouth. Saturday, 24th, 8.30 p.m. Walton Park Hotel, 
Clevedon; 10 p.m. Ashton Court Country Club, Bristol. 


TOWN AND VILLAGE SCHEME, 
HAMPSHIRE 


Mrs. Pugh has now left the service of the Society 
and her office in Winchester has been closed. Will all 
representatives make a note that correspondence should 
be addressed to the S.E.R.O., Mr. H. J. I. Cunningham, 
at 29B Linkfield Lane, Redhill, Surrey (Tel.: Redhill 
3944 and 2250). 


@Obituary 


Colonel R. M. G. Lloyd, Appeals Secretary, The 
Spastics Society, died suddenly on June 18, 1963, at 
the age of 69. 

He joined the former National Spastics Society in 
1955 following outstanding institutional appeal work 
with St. Mary’s Hospital, Lock Hospital, Papworth 
Village Settlement and Royal Free Hospital. During 
the period 1946-48 Colonel Lloyd held the post of 
General Secretary of the newly-formed Association of 
Agriculture and in 1953 was director and sole manager 
of the Coronation Ball held at the Royal Albert Hall 
under the presidency of the Duke of Norfolk. 

Colonel Lloyd will be remembered for his appeal 
work in the vital formative years of the N.S.S. and 
especially for his valuable contribution to the founding 
and development of the Stars’ Organisation for Spastics 
of which he was Secretary until his untimely death. 

At the S.O.S. meeting of June 25 the Organisation 
agreed unanimously to place on record their sympathy 
and their sense of loss. Mr. Brian Rix, the present 
Chairman of the S.O.S., said, “We must always realise 
that had it not been for Maurice Lloyd’s instinct, we 
would none of us be here at this meeting today.” 

Miss Vera Lynn writes, “The loss of Col. Lloyd to 
our organisation and to myself personally is a big one. 
He contributed greatly to all charitable work during his 
lifetime, and he will be greatly missed by all.” 

Deepest sympathies are extended to Colonel Lloyd’s 
family. 
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News of interest from the Employment Department con- 
tains the following items: 


Jacqueline Bower, from Chingford, has a temporary job 
with a firm of wholesale chemists. 

Diana Farrington, from Hindhead, is working temporarily 
in the Homework Section of the Society at Park 
Crescent, London. 

Helen Mawson, from Highgate, has changed her job and is 
now employed as a telephonist for the Performing 
Rights Society in London. 

Joseph Molloy, from Chertsey, who attended a recent 
Assessment Course, is working temporarily for a local 
firm whilst awaiting training at Sherrards. 


Eira McClusky, from Bristol, is working for a local firm of 
mattress manufacturers—she sews on buttons and 
makes tea, etc. 

John McEwing, from Boston, is doing temporary work at 
home, attaching strings to labels, whilst awaiting an 
Assessment Course vacancy. 

Lawrence Parker, from Birkenhead, has changed his job 
and is employed locally as a factory hand. 

Gillian Snaith, from Muncaster, is employed as a clerical 
worker by a local garage. 

Patricia Taylor, from Croydon, has been employed for 
some time as a cardboard folder at a local box factory. 

Michael Thomas, from Liverpool, is working on a trial 
basis as an office boy for a local firm. 


The Homeworkers Scheme has enrolled the following new 
Jewellery makers: 
Cynthia Bacon, June Hockney, Gladys Newton, 
Doreen Rabbit, Sandra Seys. 


And Brian Murphy has joined as a Printing Machine 
Operator for Christmas and birthday cards. 
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Aids for the Handicapped 


The London County Council spent £4,352 last year on 
“small aids” for handicapped people. Structural alterations 
were carried out in the homes of 497 to increase their mobility 
and make them less dependant on others. Bath units were 
supplied to 84. Aids and gadgets, costing less than £3 each, 
were supplied to 751. These included such things as long- 
handled dustpans and brushes, reaching-aids, walking-aids, 
adjustable book stands, and portable ramps. Trolleys were 
supplied to 79 disabled housewives unable to walk and carry 
things at the same time. Access works were carried out at 
the homes of 44 people to enable them to use the invalid 
carriages supplied by the Ministry of Health. Most of the 


registered handicapped people in London live in their homes. 
(Edited from the British Medical Journal) 


North West 


Lancaster, Morecambe & District Spastics Society have a 
new Chairman. She is Mrs. N. Mackerel, 9 Rays Drive, 
Scotforth, Lancaster. 


Car Stickers Spread the Word 


Mr. Howard of the Norfolk & Norwich Group, spent his 
holiday in Eastbourne this year. Mr. Howard and his wife 
used to have lunch or tea most days at the Lilac Restaurant, 
and they noticed that the waitress seemed interested in the 
“Please Help Spastics” sticker on their car. 

On the last day of their holiday they said goodbye to her, 
and she told them that she bet 4s. every week at the races, 
but would like to give them the money this time to help 
spastics. 

This is how the word spreads. This is how you find 
generous people who do not yet know us. 

How is your car fixed up? 


In the Swim 


(Photograph: Courtesy H. Gadbury) 

“Mr. Pastry” with some members of the Bec Swimming Club at a 

charity gala held at Clapham Manor Baths, in aid of “Mr. Pastry’s’. 
Swimming Pools for Spastic Children 
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Open Day at Temporary Centre 


(Photograph: Courtesy Coulsdon & Purley Times) 


The Croydon ®& District branch are now anxiously awaiting 

completion of their new centre, which is being built at Bramley 

Hill. In the meantime, their Open Day this year was held in the 

temporary centre at “Rutherford”, Melville Avenue. Here are 
some children in one of the instruction classes 


Newark 


Newark and __ District 
Friends of Spastics re- 
vived the town’s carnival, 
which had lapsed for 
years. They did it in 
style, with six carnival 
bands, P.T. displays, and 
a long. procession of 
floats. (Our _ picture 
shows a_ prizewinning 
electioneering tableau by 
Newark Technical Cal- 
lege Students. The Group 
made over £260 


(Photograph: 
Courtesy Newark Advertiser) 


Halifax 


| 


(Photograph: Courtesy of Halifax Daily Courier and Guardian) 


Forty young people attended the first meeting of the Teenagers’ 

Club, Halifax and District Spastics Society. They saw a film show 

given by Mr. E. Hardy and Mr. A. Brigg. The Society has had a 

young people’s club for several years, run by club officials, but this 
mew group is run by the young people themselves 


Kingston 


Lady Westmorland turns the first 

sod on the site of the new King- 

ston Work Centre, in Geneva 

Road, which will take 25 young 
adult spastics 


ca 


(Photograph: Courtesy of S. Wales Evening Post) 


When the Swansea University Rag Committee came to tot up the 
profits from their efforts earlier this year, they found themselves 
with £4,200! The money was divided between twa national and 
three local charities, and our picture shows Mr. J. Kellett, of the 
Spastics Society (left), with other recipients, watching Mr. Bob 
Ellis, Chairman of the Rag Committee, sign cheques for £1,300 


minor ailments of today 


-Teverishness 


When your body is fighting germs, its temperature 
regulating mechanism is disturbed and your tempera- 
ture rises. We say, inaccurately and sorrowfully, that 
we ‘have a temperature’—when what we mean is that 
our temperature is above normal. 

Now some people believe that a raised temperature 
helps your body to fight infection, and this may be true. 
But it is also true that ‘a temperature’ is very uncom- 
fortable, and that you undoubtedly feel a lot better if 
you take something to bring your temperature down. 
Feeling better has a lot to do with getting better—and 
that is why most doctors prescribe acetyl salicylic acid 
for high temperature, and why most of us take ‘ASPRO’ 
when we feel a bit feverish. 

Incidentally, ‘ASPRO’ brings your temperature back to 
normal and no lower. 

Next time you feel feverish, don’t forget ASPRO’. You 
will not only be taking one of the best and safest anti- 
pyretics or fever reducers, but also sparing the Doctor's 
time for those with more serious complaints. If your 
fever persists then is the time to consult your Doctor. 


A NICHOLAS [N} PRODUCT 
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A VISIT TO THE ULS.A. 


(Instead of our usual medical article Dr. Mac Keith, editor of ‘ Developmental 
Medicine and Child Neurology’, reports on his recent trip to America). 


ees Spastics Society helped towards a recent visit to the 
U.S.A. and readers of SPASTICS NEws deserve to have 
a report on what I did. 

Leaving London at 10.0 a.m. I arrived at Boston (Mass.) at 
12.30 midday, the same day, although I had been flying for 
7 hours. I went straight on to join in a meeting on “The 
Medical Care of Adolescents”, organised by Dr. Roswell 
Gallagher, the pioneer in this field. The next day I spoke 
on “The Handicapped Adolescent” and told something of 
the work the Society is doing to help adolescents towards 
independence. 


Unusual Advisory Service 


I also went to see the Poisons Information Center (note the 
spelling) and, having heard how it is run, I waited to see how 
the calls are dealt with. People can ring from anywhere to 
ask what is the antidote to particular poisons. Soon there was 
a call. I listened. “30 tablets; Japanese; probably Valenyl 
Urea”. The text books were consulted and information given 
over the telephone. Putting the receiver down, the doctor 
said: “That was a dog who had eaten the tablets, but don’t 
laugh—our biggest donation came from helping a dog who 
had been poisoned.” 


A New World Cocktail 


I saw the Cerebral Palsy Unit at the Children’s Hospital, 
under an orthopedic surgeon, and the diagnosis and treatment 
centre run at the Joseph P. Kennedy Memorial Hospital by 
Dr. Thomas Twitchell, where there is a very active research 
programme. After 2 days in Boston, two days in Atlantic 
City, listening to papers at the American Pediatric Society 
and meeting friends old and new, I flew to Colorado Springs. 
Arriving at 10 p.m. I was taken to fetch my host’s 16-year- 
old daughter out at a square dance party. This was held in a 
large basement room, an expert “caller” being hired for the 
evening. In my room here was a cage in which were a large 
black snake and a small lively white mouse. Before I left the 
mouse had disappeared. Colorado Springs is a lovely place, 
right under Pike’s Peak, an outlying spur of the Rockies. 


Southern Medley 


After the week-end I went on to Denver where there is an 
active Evaluation and Counselling Unit for the Cerebral 
Palsied. My next call was to St. Louis to take part in a 
Round Table discussion on bed wetting. 50 of us had dinner 
in a glass-sided room on the 20th floor and then our dis- 
cussion started. That night I went on to Jackson, Mississippi 
and, after 36 hours there, on to New Orleans, where I met 
Dr. J. D. Russ, the Secretary of the American Academy for 
Cerebral Palsy. The American Academy has recently asked 
“Developmental Medicine and Child Neurology” to become 
its official journal and there were many practical topics we 
wanted to discuss. I saw over the excellent intensive treat- 
ment centre and then was taken out for dinner of turtle soup 
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and soft-shelled crabs. I stayed at a hotel in the French 
Quarter, near the great wide Mississippi river; you go up 
from the level of the town to the levee or bank of the river. 

From New Orleans I took (as I thought) a non-stop plane 
to Philadelphia. On arrival at the airport I waited for my 
baggage and then had hurriedly to get on the aircraft again. 
I had got off at Baltimore. (All the airports look the same, 
more or less, and I had not realised my plane was stopping 
there.) At Philadelphia, and later at Baltimore and New 
York, I met more friends and they helped me to see the 
work in progress on handicapped children. 


Diagnostic and Advice Clinics 


The two and a half weeks were hard work; one feels one 
must make good use of the chance and yet it is foolish to get 
too tired to take things in. There is enormous activity in 
medical research; there is less obvious progress in the level 
of hospital patient care, except in the field of the handicapped 
child. Great plans are in progress for meeting the needs of 
the intellectually and physically handicapped. There is grow- 
ing appreciation that the aim is to help patients while they 
are still babies, then there must be diagnostic and advice 
clinics which can deal with all the handicaps, partly because 
delay in walking may be due to motor, sensory or intellectual 
deficit and partly because babies arrive not with a label 
“cerebral palsy” but with the label “late in walking, can you 
help?” Long term treatment and training can be arranged 
in separate centres, but full assessment needs a comprehensive 
approach. We know how often children have more than one 
problem. 

The visit was a busy one but it was a stimulating episode 
and I am grateful to the Spastics Society for helping to make 
it possible for me. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR 
HEADQUARTERS STAFF 


On July 27, the following officers and departments of 
the Society moved from 12 Park Crescent to 28 
FITZROY SQUARE, London W.1 Letters should be 
addressed to them there. The telephone number is 
EUSTON 2436-7. 


Mr. A. Frank, Chief Regional Officer; 
Mr. W. M. C. Hargreaves, Industrial Liaison Officer; 
Homework Section (Organiser—Mr. A. Scott); 


Mr. M. T. Manderson, Secretary and Appeals 
Organiser, S.O.S.; 


Mrs. S. Rawstorne, Administrative Secretary, S.O.S. 


SPASTICS CARDS LTD 
WINS 
CARNIVAL PRIZE 


TN a effort to promote interest in 
the Spastics Society and Spastics 
Cards Limited, it was decided to enter 
a float in the Hanwell Carnival this 
year. All the proceeds from this 
Carnival went to the Ealing Old 
People’s Homes. Thanks to the co- 
operation of Mickleover Transport 
Limited, who not only loaned a lorry 
but made the necessary arrangements 
for insurance, the staff of Spastics 
Cards were able to prepare a most 
attractive float depicting various scenes 
advertising the Greetings Cards which 
are sold in aid of spastics. The float 
had three scenes: 

1. A wedding scene; 

2. A birthday party scene; 

3. A Christmas scene. 

Altogether 80 floats took part in the procession and we 
are very pleased to say that Spastics Cards Limited, who 
were competing in the Local Trades Section, shared second 
place with Taplin’s Limited—a local ladies’ outfitters, who 


won this section last year. The first place and challenge cup 
was won by A.E.C. Apprentices, Southall. 

We think everyone will agree this is a creditable effort, 
especially as this is the first time that anyone from Spastics 
Cards Limited has ever prepared a float for a carnival, or 
organised a venture of this nature. The publicity obtained 
was invaluable, and sales of cards for spastics will benefit. 


A range of Pedal Tricycles to assist the rehabilitation of 
spastic persons, young and old. Strong and reliable, supplied 
with loop or double bar frame to choice, in black or colour 
finish. Toe straps, backrest and 3-speed gear are available. 
Enquirers should state inside leg measurements. 


Full details and prices on application to the address below: 


GEORGE FITT MOTORS LIMITED 


WHITSTABLE?™*))) RENT 


JUVENILE MODEL ADULT MODEL 
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IRTON HALL 
SCHOOL 
1958-1963 


by John Nelson, Headmaster 


Ne I have only served at Irton Hall for one 
+4 year—the school was officially opened in 1958—I wel- 
come this opportunity of saying a few words about my 
impressions of the school, and the work it is doing. It was 
early evident to me that in its four years of existence, a great 
deal had already been accomplished, both in basic organisa- 
tion and in alterations and additions to buildings. 


As my previous post had also been in Cumberland I was 
already somewhat familiar with the district when I moved 
into Irton Hall; nevertheless, I was indeed impressed with the 
layout of the grounds and the truly magnificent views one 
can enjoy from almost any window. Situated in a most 
beautiful part of the Lake District, the school is also only 
some six miles from the sea. It is thus possible from Peel 
Tower in looking eastwards up the Wasdale Valley to see 
Great Gable, and to the west, the Isle of Man. The spacious- 
ness and layout of the grounds allows ample opportunities for 
spontaneous play activities. The main building, although 
dating back to the thirteenth century, is in excellent repair 
and was the residence of the “Lord of the Manor” until 
about seventy years ago. 

When I first arrived a new teaching and therapy extension 
was ready for occupation. This has greatly facilitated the 
running of the school and, because the children now “live” 
in the main building, it has been possible to introduce a 
feeling of “going out to school” each day. This is as normal 
children do, and I think sound educational practice. 


The pupils from Irton Hall are selected not only because 
they are spastic, but also because they are below average 
intelligence. Children differ very considerably in personality 
and temperament in the rate at which they learn, in their 
ability to learn and think. The approach at Irton—and 
possibly at Ingfield Manor, the Society’s sister school to Irton 
Hall—is probably similar to that at the other Society schools 
but “more so”. More individual attention is the key, and 
teachers, therapists and housemothers need to be able to 
spend a great deal of time getting to know their children 
intimately, and gaining their confidence. Only by doing this 
are they able to understand the individual child’s particular 
difficulties, and until the difficulties are understood, no effec- 
tive steps can be taken to overcome or get round them. I 
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have certainly been impressed with the Irton Hall children, 
and perhaps my deepest impression so far is the fun and 
sense of humour one can find in them, in spite of their most 
severe handicaps. 


A feature of the school is the Adventure Playground, built 
up through the generosity of different firms and individuals 
it includes an aeroplane, a steam roller, given by Eddison 
Plant Ltd., a bus, a tractor, given by the West Garage Co. 
Ltd., and a lifeboat. These are all attractively grouped 
around a central climbing frame and sand pit. This play- 
ground never fails to fascinate visitors of all ages and, as 
well as encouraging the Irton Hall children in helpful move- 
ments, it also affords them many hours of pleasure. 


I have inherited an excellent staff, anxious to do all they 
can for the cerebral palsied child. I am certainly impressed 
by the spirit of co-operation I find at Irton Hall. This in 
any school is important, but particularly so in the residential 
type. 

I am lucky to have an enthusiastic and helpful Management 
Committee; the majority of whom travel long distances to 
attend meetings and all in a voluntary capacity. They take a 
keen interest in the school and the provisions made for its 
pupils. 


These are two Irton 
Hall senior boys. The 
one in the chair is Alan 
Brett from  Sheppey, 
Kent, and the boy stand- 
ing is Brian Watson from 
Lanchester, Co. Durham. 

Brian was admitted to 
Irton when he was four- 
teen, and this was the 
first school of any type 
he had attended. 

The two are pals, and 
our picture illustrates the 
type of co-operation most 
helpful at our schools— 
one is chairbound, and 
for the other the chair 
acts as a walking aid. 
This combination helps 

both to be mobile 


A school, of course, is part of a community, and I am 
happy to say that Irton Hall is increasingly becoming recog- 
nised by the local residents and the people of Cumberland. 
A close link has already been established with the Outward 
Bound School at Eskdale, the primary school at Seascale and 
the Atomic Energy Authority at Calder Hall. 

My impressions then of Irton Hall, perhaps the Society’s 
most northern outpost, are favourable ones. The most serious 
difficulty I have so far encountered is that there is just not 
enough time in each day, week or term to accomplish all that 
one would like to, but this is perhaps a healthy difficulty! 

Our policy here at present is progressive development 
coupled with a desire to establish a sound tradition. 

With a view to Recognition, the school was assessed by 
the Ministry of Education in February of this year. If this 
is forthcoming, further extensions and additions will take 
place at a future date. 


Hawksworth Hall 


The first of June, Whit Saturday, and what a glorious 
day! It was as though the sun had saved itself for the 
big day, to shine on the barge trip from Hawksworth. 

Up at the crack of dawn or almost, anyway. Six-fifteen 
a.m. saw us making all the sandwiches and packing up for 
children and staff. Nine-thirty a.m. we were on the coach 
and ready to go. 

Oh, boy! It was good to be alive—no fretting that it was 
holiday and the children were too far from home for most of 
them to see their parents. Oh no! This was living; a coach 
drive to Doncaster then all pile in the Water Princess, ready 
to consume the sandwiches and biscuits. Every other craft on 
the canal was cheered and waved to; in fact we would have 
given even the rowing boats a royal salute had we been able 
to. 

Three hours we were on the barge, by which time quantities 
of pop had been consumed, and fruit and biscuits eaten— 
in fact all the things any family does on a day out. - 

Eventually it was all over and we were back on the coach, 
tired but happy, all dozing off to sleep. Then someone said 
“Tce-cream”—It was like a fire-bell going off—everyone 
up and wide awake. From then on we sang everything from 
nursery rhymes to pop, all the way home. 

We arrived home at 5.45 p.m. after a truly glorious day, 
and one that the children will remember for a long time. 

Mrs. fohnson. 


Sherrards 


The residents descended on Margate for their day’s Outing 
this term—in a cloud of funny hats, fish and chips and cheer- 
fulness. Nobody fell off the pier. 


DELARUE SCHOOL PRIZE LIST 


Art: Andrew Lisicki. Craft: Senior, Christine Laurie; funior, 
Andreas Bohacz. Design: Susan Belt. Weaving: Michael Chope. 
Needlework: Brenda Roberts, Susan Belt. Woodwork: Effort, 
Graham Pearson. Metalwork: Effort, Andreas Bohacz. Technical 
Drawing: Michael Piper. Domestic Science: Senior, Christine 
Laurie; Intermediate, Maya Lowther. Typewriting (Therapy): 
Effort, Philip Walker, Terence Clark. Shorthand and Typewriting: 
R.S.A. Stage III Advanced Typewriting, Shorthand at 100 w.p.m., 
Alan Brookes. Music Certificates (Associated Board): Grade V, 
Christopher Mansell, Geoffrey Walker; Grade IJ, Graham Burn. 
The 49 Club Music (Appreciation) Prize: Michael Piper. 
Religious Instruction: Ann Smith. English: Senior, Glynn 
Vernon; G.C.H. Prizes, Lance Green, Elaine Duckett, John Wilkin- 
son; Progress, Alice Moira, Pamela Phillips; Intermediate, Hilary 
Bunston. History: Senior, Lance Green; Intermediate, Pamela 
Phillips, Catherine Norfield (effort); Junior, Michael Chope. 
Geography: Intermediate, Susan Belt. Commercial Subjects: 
R.S.A. Stage II English with Literature, Stage I Commerce and 
Arithmetic, Alan Brookes. Mathematics: Senior, Geoffrey Walker; 


G.C.E., Lance Green; Intermediate, Paul Rose; Funior, Graham Burn. . 


Science: Geoffrey Walker. French: Senior, Andrew Lisicki, 
Intermediate, Paul Rose; Funior, Graham Burn. Form Prizes: 
M.2: English, Angela Dobson; Arithmetic, David Noble. ™.3: 
English, Andrew Benson, Arithmetic, Gareth Cole; General, David 
Graham. M.4: Gillian Marks, David Bartlett. Commerce: Christine 
Laurie (passed R.S.A. Stage I Typing). G.I, Carol Euston; G.JJ, 
Graham Burn; G.JJJ, Hilary Bunston; G.JV, Joanna Hamilton; 
G.V, Lance Green; G.VJ, Susan Helman. Physical Education: 
Junor: Effort, Michael Nash; Achievement, Christopher Day. 
Senior: Effort, Christine Laurie, David Bartlett; Achievement, 
Christopher Mansell. Swimming: Egil Wolf, Janet Bean. The 
Pearson Prizes (Dental: Care): Kathryn Stone, David Graham, 
Clive Heath, Michael Jones, Graham Pearson. Malcolm Johnson 
Prize: Alan Johnson. Lilian Edmeades Prize: Susan Belt. 
Florence Williams Prize: Caryl Hodges. Constance Bacon 
Prizes: Margaret Hunter, Glynn Vernon. Increased Indepen- 
dence Prize: Malcolm Clark. Dependability Prize: Christopher 
Mansell. School Reading Prize: Ann Smith. Headmaster’s 
Prizes: Christopher Mansell, Geoffrey Walker. 


Another successful four-day staff seminar has been held at one of 
our centres—this time at Sherrards Industrial Training Centre. The 
course was attended by Lady Bowes-Lyon and Mr. Richardson, 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Management Committee, and 
by a prychiatrist and psychiatric social worker from the Tavistock 
Clinic, who led some sessions, and by staff of the Society and the 
Centre. Discussions were held on Vocational Guidance, placement 
problems, safety regulations and the duties of a houseparent. The 
Principal arranged for two assemblies of trainees and staff, which 
stimulated the students into unplanned “Any Questions’ jamboree! 
Our picture shows (L. to R.) Mr. Hoddinott (Houseparent), Mr. 
Curtis (Instructor), the Hon. Lady Bowes-Lyon, Mr. E. L. Knight 
(Principal) and Mr. S. T. Allman (Employment Officer), taking 
part in one of the discussions 


Prested Hall 


The féte at Prested raised £840, leaving a profit after 
expenses of £640. 

Mrs. Quick invited all 32 residents to tea at Frinton, with 
a visit afterwards to Clacton Pier Theatre. 


Ponds 

I will start with the féte on June 15, organised by the 
Friends of Ponds. The major attraction was a scale model 
railway which was brought by the Northolt Model Railway 
Society. The opening was taken by the actor, John Laurie, 
who was presented with a bowl made by one of the Family, 
Geoffrey Busby, at woodwork. The total takings were over 
£600, but after the expenses were taken off we have approxi- 
mately £525. 

The next outstanding thing was a Grade 6 Examination 
Paper of the Associated Board of the Royal School of Music, 
which was taken by Michael Eppstein, who is 28 and married, 
and who used to be at Ponds. He sat for three hours forty 
minutes taking the examination. 

H.R.H. Princess Marina came to Ponds to open the new 
building on June 27, and an account of her visit is printed 
elsewhere in the News. Several of the family have special 
work to do, and so she saw most kinds of work that we do in 
a normal day. She was only able to stay about an hour for 
she had to go to Wimbledon to see the tennis. 

On the same day, Geoffrey Busby sat for his G.C.E. 
English Language and Maths papers, and Beryl Potter for 
Maths (O level). 

Because of the summer holiday I will not be giving you 
a bulletin next month. Seven of the Family are going to 
Switzerland for two weeks, and so we wish them luck. They 
are taking the Ponds’ coach which is fitted with good safety 


precautions. See you in October. 
Linton Edwards 
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Summer holidays can 
be quite a problem but 
Mr. Frank Munday of 
Wellington (Northants), 
whose 15 - year - old 
daughter Dorcas _at- 
tends the Thomas Dela- 
rue School in Ton- 
bridge, Kent, seems to 
have found the right 
idea—a garden swing 
which will safely ac- 
commodate an invalid 
chair. 

The chair is locked 
to a wooden platform 
which can be easily 
made from scrap tim- 
ber. It has a stay at 
the back which safely 
holds the chair once it 
has been wheeled on to 
the platform. Our two pictures of Dorcas and her father 
show how the swing is made. 

A friend of the family, Mr. Tom Farrell, hit on the idea 
after seeing some metal bars in a local scrap merchant’s yard. 
They formed the framework for an ordinary garden swing, 
which was then easily converted. 

Although Dorcas is seriously disabled she is able to operate 
the swing entirely by herself and in this way can enjoy hours 
of fresh air and healthy sunshine together with plenty of 
exercise. 


“No, no, I’m not going to book you, pal—but just how did you 
do if?” 
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Wheel-Chair 
Swing 


Mr. Munday, a hairdresser and tobacconist, who is a very 
active vice-chairman of the Northampton branch of the 
Spastics Society thinks that other parents would like to copy 
the idea. “It is simplicity itself,’ he says, “and will give 
hours of pleasure to any child.” P. ¥. Farnell. 


FOR SPECIALISED BODYWORK 


on 
Your own choice of Chassis 


You cannot do better than contact 


FERRARIS of A picKiewoon: 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE CENTRE 
214-218 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY 
LONDON N.W.2 


Established 45 years 


C. F. BERGAM, Sales Manager Telephones: GLAdstone 2234-5-6-7 


J ARRY’s spastic legs often moved anyhow but in the way 
he wished. In his pedal motorcar, however, his rubber 
soles usually stuck to the pedals except when he got excited. 
He called it his “Z-car”, and liked to imagine himself as a 
policeman. 

Over breakfast one Saturday, when he had not to go to 
the spastic centre, the radio announced a burglary at a 
mansion which his father remarked vaguely was not a hundred 
miles away. 

“T wonder where the burglars put the swag?” said Harry. 
His speech was understandable to his parents and friends. 
Only with strangers did he sometimes get tongue-tied. 

“TI suppose they hide it somewhere, and deliver it bit by 
bit to receivers of stolen goods,” replied his father. 

“The Old Hall would be a good place to hide it,” Harry 
suggested. His parents exchanged winks. They knew how 
fanciful he was. 

“ Better not go near the Old Hall today, son, in case a 
prowling burglar might get you,” his father said with a laugh 
as he went out. The words sent a little thrill of fear down 
Harry’s spine which was somehow not unpleasant. But he 
resolved to disregard the warning. 

Once his mother had helped him into his “Z-car”, Harry 
made for the Old Hall. Years ago, the bachelor owner had 
mysteriously disappeared. As he was not yet presumed dead, 
none could take over the residence. But the grounds, over- 
grown with trees, shrubs and brambles, had long been one of 
Harry’s favourite resorts. 

Now he scoured the rough, sanded paths. But instead of 
watching birds and insects, or idly dreaming in the pleasant 
sunlight and shadow as usual, he kept his eyes on the ground, 
searching for footprints, as all good detectives do. But the 
dry soil revealed no trace. 

At last he took the narrowest, roughest, most thickly 
tangled path of all. But at the end of it, one side was clear 
of all growth. At this point, Harry was unaware that he was 
seen by a tall man who darted into the summer house, whence 
he watched Harry with an interest which deepened into 
wonderment. 

Harry had stopped dead. Before him was a little gate 
opening onto fields behind the house. Most of the gate was 
rotten but Harry was sure that it had always been shut. Now 
it had been thrust open. With a thrill, Harry felt he had 
found a clue, 


by G. Gordon Lister 


Through the Gate 


Fortunately, his feet did not slip from the pedals. But his 
excitement increased as he saw lying on the path a pearl 
necklace. He surmised it was part of the swag which a 
burglar had filched from his associates and dropped accident- 
ally as he made off through the gate. 

Unable to reach down to pick up the necklace, with fierce 
efforts Harry broke the thin dead branch from a tree nearby. 
Steadying the stick with both hands, after many attempts, 
while sweat ran down his face, he got the necklace to hang 
evenly over the stick. Breathlessly, he raised and slipped it 
onto his lap. 

“Hullo, there!” said a voice. Startled, Harry’s feet slid 
off the pedals. In a few strides the man was upon him. 
Harry was sure this was a burglar, come to pounce on him 
as his father had said. The man’s shadow seemed to black 
out the whole sunlit world. This was no pleasant thrill of 
fear that Harry felt, but horrible, sickening terror. Yet he 
tightly clutched the necklace. 

To his astonishment, however, the man saw his difficulty 
and gently helped him to replace his feet. He looked into 
his eyes. They seemed quite kind—certainly not as if he 
meant to murder a little boy. “Thank you,” said Harry 
who, like many spastics, was naturally polite and friendly. 

“What are you doing with that?” asked the stranger, 
pointing to the necklace. His gentleness made Harry relax 
and speak clearly, so that he soon explained everything. The 
necklace, Harry said, must be handed to the police. 

The man pulled out a warrant card. ‘“ Look at me and at 
the photograph here,” he said. “My name is written under 
it—Detective Inspector Wills. So you see I belong to the 
police. Please give me the necklace.” 

“Yes, sir,” said Harry, awestricken, handing it over. 

“A strange car was reported as having been seen here last 
night, so we came to investigate,” continued the officer. “ But 
you beat me to it. You have done good service. With this 
necklace as a clue, we can get a warrant to search the house. 
If you go on like this, you may become one of the C.I.D.” 

Harry was overjoyed by this praise. His name was in all 
the papers for having helped to catch the burglars. He knew 
he owed much to the good people at the spastic centre; but 
he was sure the detective’s kind encouragement greatly helped 
him gradually to overcome his rebellious legs. 
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The Jersey Holiday Scheme 


pe was about seven years ago that the Jersey Spastics 
Society decided to give a holiday to a party of spastics 
from various parts of Britain. The holiday was a great 
success and since then approximately 150 spastics and their 
escorts have enjoyed the hospitality of the Island and its 
hard-working Society. 

This year 19 spastics with two escorts arrived at Jersey 
Airport on Friday, May 17th, for a fortnight’s holiday. They 
were an hour late on their flight from Gatwick because of 
fog in Jersey but this in no way affected the warmth of the 
welcome they got from the local committee. The holiday- 
makers come from Nottingham, Somerset, London, Devon, 
Cornwall, Pembrokeshire, Glamorganshire, Kent and York- 
shire, and their ages range from 20 to 44. 


The Jersey Society puts aside a sum—about £300—each 
year to cover the cost of the holiday. Some of the accom- 
modation is provided free of charge by the hosts, but most of 
it is paid for by the Society. The committee, headed by its 
chairman, Mrs. L. Smith, and secretary, Mr. A. W. Filleul, 
also organises concerts, outings and other entertainments for 
the guests but the programme ensures that the visitors have 
plenty of free time to spend as they wish. 

Although the weather was disappointing on the whole, with 
only a handful of days when the sun shone warmly enough 
to make the beaches inviting, this year’s holidaymakers were 


able to get out and see the Island. During their stay in 
Jersey they were taken out to lunch, on a cruise around the 
Island, to the zoo and to the Jersey Potteries as well as to a 
couple of cabarets and shows. Among the other entertain- 
ments which were laid on in the club room of an amateur 
dramatic club were bingo, film shows, record sessions and a 
live concert. At this concert the performers included a pro- 
fessional guitarist who gave his services free, and a number 
of amateurs, both singers and comedians. 


As in past years, in connection with this scheme and with 
the Society’s money-raising events, the committee and its 
helpers were greatly assisted by the generosity of Jersey 
people. Some of the transport, such as a coach for tours, 
was provided free or at a lower charge, while members of 
the Society were always on hand with their own cars when 
needed. 

Every effort is made to make sure that the people taking 
part in the holidays, apart from being deserving, are all more 
or less in the same age group. This naturally makes for 
easier mixing among the guests themselves, as well as easing 
the problem of what sort of entertainment to provide. For 
two or three years, mostly children were chosen, but looking 
back over the seven years that the scheme has been in exist- 
ence it appears adults and teenagers have been catered for 


too in about equal proportions. Sheila hen drede 


Getting to know each other on the first evening of their Jersey holiday: Michael Brown, 

Newark; Miss J. Orrell, Sherwood Rise; Marjorie Ruddle, Wallston; Joan Sommonite, Beeston; 

David Edwards, Somerset; Robin Cole, Somerset; Susan Haines, London, S.E.1; Christine 

Hudson, London, S.E.1; Ernest Rider, Plymouth; Arthur Phillips, Cornwall; John Kirkham, 

Pembrokeshire; Leslie Murphy, Merthyr Tydfil; Daniel Williams, Merthyr Tydfil; George 

Hopkins, Faversham; David Brierley, Halifax; Alan Shaw, Halifax; David Hanson, Sheffield; 
Mary Coleman, Shipley; Deirdre Bell, Huddersfield 
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Letters to the 


Editor 


TYPING WITH ONE HAND 


Dear Editor, 

Thank you for referring me to Miss 
Youle from whom I borrowed the copy of 
“Typing With One Hand” by Nina K. 
Richardson. It is published by the South 
Western Publishing Company of Chicago 
and an Occupational Therapist—turned 
bookseller now running the Priory Book- 
shop, Wantage, Berks, has obtained a 
copy from the States for me and will 
order the book for anyone else interested. 

GILLIAN MALTBY, M.A.O.T. 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 


Thank you so much—we’ve been look- 
ing for someone who could supply this 
book for months. 


WEDDING INVITATION 


Dear Editor, 

I thought maybe readers would be 
interested in my news, particularly the 
many friends I made at the Arundel 
Hotel, the first two years it was open 
as a hotel for spastics. 

I would like them all to know that I 
am to be married at SMETHWICK 
OLD CHURCH, on August 10 at 11 
a.m. 

My fiancé (who also is very slightly 
spastic) and myself would like any friends 
who live near us to attend the service. 

Maybe they will be interested to know 
that I am making my own wedding dress, 
and the dresses for the five small brides- 
maids as well, but with these I had a 
little help from a friend. 

I’m also making bonnets and posy-bags 
for them all, and curtains and bedspreads 
for our small flat. 

Miss D. GREw, 
28 Rosefield Road, 
Smethwick, 41 Birmingham. 


MY DAY OUT 


Dear Editor, 

One day the postman brought me a 
letter informing me that I had been 
selected for the second award for “The 
Home Worker of the Year.” This news 
certainly gave me a great thrill as this 
was the first time anything like this had 
ever happened to me. 

I waited eagerly for another letter to 
come telling me about the presentation 
and then on June 11, 1963, the letter 
came. My mother and I were to go to 
the Spastic Society Headquarters, Lon- 
don, on Wednesday, June 26, 1963. 


The great day came and I was most 
excited as you can imagine. We arrived 
at the Society at 12 o’clock where intro- 
ductions were made. People whom I had 
read about in the magazine, I was now 
actually meeting. I also met Miss Bar- 
bara Skinner, the winner of the award. 
Dr. Stevens presented me with a cheque 
for £5, photographs were taken and then 
we were taken to a Viennese restaurant 
for a most wonderful lunch, which in- 
cluded ministrone soup, roast lamb, peas, 
potatoes, strawberry flan and cream and 
coffee. We also had red wine with our 
lunch. 

We then returned to the Society, good- 
byes were said and I returned home with 
my mother very happy and excited. 

My sincere thanks to all those kind 
friends at the Society who made “MY 
WONDERFUL DAY OUT” possible. 
I shall always remember it. 

PAT BERRY, 
Hornchurch, Essex. 


FOR SALE 


A:/G> INVALID -TRICYCLE: 
First registered January, 1960. Ex- 
cellent condition. Passenger seat. 
Sliding windows. Tiller steering. 
Owner graduated to normal vehicle. 
£100 o.n.o. 

Please write or call—H. A. P. 
Caddell, 41 Dyott Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham, 13, or ’phone South 
2287. 


FUND RAISING? Ball Pens are 
used by everyone. We _ supply 
Platignum and BIC makes at re- 
duced wholesale rates to organisa- 
tions. Your Group title, etc., can 
be die stamped as required on pens, 
which are avaliable in various 
colours. Profit over 50 per cent on 
cost. Details/samples on request. 
Thompson & Robinson Ltd., 20 
Churchfield Road, London W.3. 
Telephone ACOrn 8770. 


Letters published on this page will bring you a fee of 10s. 6d. 


Articles by contributors who are themselves spastic will be 
indicated by a star on the Contents List 


ORDER FORM 


To THE EDITOR; 
“SPASTICS NEWS”, 
12 PARK CRESCENT, 
LONDON, W.1. 


Please send me SPASTICS NEws until further notice at the annual 


subscription rate of 8s., including postage. 
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SCHOOLS. & CENTRES* OFTTHE SP Aste ses Gin 


SCHOOLS 


THE CRAIG-Y-PARC SCHOOL 


Pentyrch, Nr. Cardiff. 

Telephone: Pentyrch 397. 

Headmistress: 

Mrs. C. M. Kearslake. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss M. B. Jowett, M.B.E. 


Primary and Secondary Education for 


Spastics between 5 and 16 years. 
Accommodation 50. 


THE THOMAS DELARUE SCHOOL 


Dene Park, Tonbridge, Kent. 

Telephone: Tonbridge 3859. 
Headmaster: 

H. B. Davies, Esq., M.B.E., B.Sc.(Econ.). 
Chairman of the Board of Governors: 
Douglas Delarue, Esq., J.P. 

Secondary Modern and Grammar Educa- 
tion for Spastics of 11 years and over. 
Accommodation: 72. 


INGFIELD MANOR SCHOOL 


Five Oaks, Nr. Billingshurst, Sussex. 
Telephone: Billingshurst 2294. 
Headmistress: Miss E. M. Varty. 
Education for spastics aged 5-16 reputed 
to be below average intelligence. 
Accommodation: 50. 


IRTON HALL SCHOOL 


Holmrook, Cumberland. 

Telephone: Holmrook 242. 

Headmaster: 

John Nelson, Esq. 

Chairman of the Management Committee: 
J. D. Herd, Esq. 

Education for Spastics reputed to be below 
average intelligence. 

Accommodation: 41. 


THE WILFRED PICKLES SCHOOL 
Tixover Grange, Duddington, 
Nr. Stamford. 
Telephone: Duddington 212. 
Headmaster: 
R. A. Pedder, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Eric Smith, Esq. 
Primary and Secondary Education for 
Spastics between 5 and 16 years. 
Accommodation: 62, 8 Day Pupils. 


ASSESSMENT CENTRE 


HAWKSWORTH HALL 


Guiseley, Leeds, Yorks. 

Telephone: Guiseley 2914. 

Principal: J. D. Johnson, Esq. 
Assessment Centre for Spastic children 
between 5 and 13 years. 
Accommodation: 24. 


cr ** * 
ADULT CENTRES 


CHESTER OFFICE TRAINING 
CENTRE 


Western Avenue, 
Off Saughall Road, 
Blacon, 

Cheshire. 


Telephone: CHESTER 26987. 


Stockport Branch 


Granville House, Parsonage Road, Heaton 

Moor, Stockport. 

Telephone: HEATON MOOR 8776. 

Principal: Mrs. V. S. Parker. 

Vocational Training Centre for Young 
Adult Spastics. 

Accommodation in both units: 35. 


COOMBE FARM 


Oaks Road, Croydon, Surrey. 

Telephone: Addiscombe 23.10. 

Warden: F. W. Bowyer, Esq., M.A. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
R. Meek, Esq. 

Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
16 to 25 years. Accommodation: 45. 


DARESBURY HALL 


Daresbury, Nr. Warrington, Lancs. 
Telephone: Moore 359. 

Warden: F. W. Bellman, Esq. 
Residential Centre for Male Spastics aged 
from 16 to 35 years. 

Accommodation: 34. 


PONDS HOME 


Seer Green, Beaconsfield, Bucks. 
Telephone: Jordans 2398/9. 

Warden: Mrs. C. Brown. 

Chairman of the House Committee: 
Mrs. L. Gibb. 

Residential Centre for young adult 
Spastics. 

Accommodation: 52 and 2 holiday beds. 


PRESTED HALL & THE GRANGE 
Feering, Kelvedon, Essex. 
Telephone: Kelvedon 482. 
Warden: J. H. Watson, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
Miss Mary Ruck, R.R.C. 
Residential Centre for Spastics aged from 
25 to 40 years. Accommodation: 31. 


THE GRANGE: 
High Street, Kelvedon. 
Accommodates 13 Spastics over the age of 
40 years. 


TRAINING CENTRE 


“ SHERRARDS ” 
Digswell Hill, Welwyn, Herts. 
Telephone: Welwyn Garden 22125. 
Principal: E. L. Knight, Esq. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
The Hon. Lady Bowes Lyon. 
Vocational Training Centre for young 
adult Spastics. Accommodation: 66. 


HOLIDAY HOTELS 


ARUNDEL PRIVATE HOTEL 
23, The Leas, Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Telephone: Southend 476351. 
Manageress: Miss M. Burden. 
Hotel for Spastics and accompanying rela- 
tives or friends. Accommodation: 19. 
Write to Manageress for bookings. 


BEDFONT HOLIDAY HOTEL 


Marine Parade West, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Essex. 


S.0.S. HOLIDAY HOTEL FOR SPASTIC 
CHILDREN 
Colwall Court, Bexhill. 
Telephone: Bexhill 1491. 
Chairman of the Management Committee: 
David Jacobs, Esq. Accommodation: 23. 


SCHOOLS AFFILIATED TO THE SPASTICS SOCIETY 


BIRKENHEAD SCHOOL 


43 Shrewsbury Road, Oxton, 
Birkenhead. Tel.: Claughton 2583. 


Headmistress: 
Mrs. M. Collinge, B.A. 


Chairman: 
F. H. Campbell, Esq. 


Day education and treatment for 
sole between the ages of 5 and 
6. 
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BIRTENSHAW HALL SCHOOL 


Darwen Road, Bromley Cross, 
Bolton. Telephone: Eagley 230. 


Headmaster: 
D. A. Hiles, Esq. 


Chairman: 
W. Sheppard, Esq. 


Special education and therapy for 36 
spastic children between the ages of 
5 and 16. 19 residential and 17 day 
pupils. 


DAME HANNAH ROGERS SCHOOL 
Ivybridge, Devon. 
Telephone: Ivybridge 461. 


Headmistress: 
Miss B. G. Sutcliffe. 


Chairman: 
Norman Capener, Esq., F.R.C.S. 


Residential School for 50 cerebral 
palsied children, boys and girls, be- 
tween the ages 5 and 16. 


PERCY HEDLEY SCHOOL 


Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne 12. 
Telephone: Newcastle 66-5491/2. 
Headmistress: 
Mrs. E. M. Caldwell, N.F.F. 
Chairman: 
Alderman J. Gray, J.P. 
Special education for severely dis- 
abled children with cerebral palsy 
who live in the Five Northern 
Counties. 
Accommodation: 32 Day pupils. 

40 Boarders. 


AFFILIATED GROUPS and Local Centres of The Spastics Society 


Eastern Region 

Boston District Branch 

Chesterfield and District Spastics Society 
TC 


Derby and District Branch T 

Grantham & District Friends of Spastics 

Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Friends 
of Spastics Society 

Ipswich and East Suffolk Spastics Soc. W 

Leicester and Leicestershire Spastics 
Society 

Lincoln Branch 

Loughborough and District Spastics Soc. 

Mansfield and District Friends of Spastics 
Group oO 

Newark and District Friends of Spastics 
Group 

Norfolk and Norwich Spastic Assoc. 

Northampton & County Spastics Soc. TE 

Nottingham and District Friends of 
Spastics Group TEC 

Peterborough and District Spastics eee 


Scunthorpe and District Spastic Society 
Stamford and District Branch 
(Regional Officer: H. G. Knight, 28 
Priestgate, Peterborough, Northants. 
Tel: 67045). Reg. Social Worker, Miss 
H. M. Day, St. Colomba’s Hall, 35a 
St. Andrews St., Cambridge 


Midland Region 
Cannock Chase Spastic Association 
Coventry and District Spastics Society R 
Dudley and District Spastic Group T 
North Staffordshire Spastic Association T 
Shrewsbury and District Spastics Group 
Stafford and District Spastic Association 
Worcester and District Branch 

(Officer to be appointed ) 


North-Eastern Region 
Barnsley and District Association Cc 
Bradford and District Branch 
Castleford and District Spastics 
Committee 
Darlington and District Spastics Soc. H 
Dewsbury and District Spastics Society 
Goole and District Spastics Association 
Halifax and District Spastic Group W 
Huddersfield and District Spastics Soc. 
Hull Group, The Friends of Spastics 
Society in Hull and District H 
Leeds and District Spastics Society O 
Pontefract and District Spastics Assn, 
Rawmarsh and Parkgate Spastics Society 
Sheffield and District Spastics Soc. TEOC 
South Shields and District Spastics 
Society 
Sunderland and District Spastics Society 
Tees-side Parents and Friends of Spastics 


York and District Spastics Group TC 
(Reg. Off: R. J. F. Whyte, Royal 
Chambers, Station Parade, Harrogate. 
Tel: 69655) 


North-Western Region 
Barrow-in-Furness and District Spastic 
and Handicapped Children’s Society C 
Birkenhead Spastic Children’s Soc. TEC 
Blackburn and District Spastics Group 
Blackpool and Fylde Spastic Group CW 
Bolton and District Group TE 
Burnley Area and Rossendale Spastics 
Group 
Chester and District Spastic Assoc. 
Crewe and District Spastics Society TO 
Crosby and District Spastics Society 
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Cumberland, Westmorland and Furness 
Spastics Society 

Lancaster, Morecambe and District 
Spastics Society 

Manchester & Dist. Spastics Soc. TCE 

Oldham & District Spastics Society CT 

Preston and District Spastic Group CT 

Sale, Altrincham and District Spastics 
Society RTEC 

Southport, Formby and District Spastics 
Society 

Stockport, East Cheshire and High Peak 
Spastics Society TOC 

Urmston and District Group TC 

Warrington Group for the Welfare of 
Spastics 

Widnes Spastics Fellowship Group 
(Reg. Off: T. H. Keighley, 20 Brazen- 

. nose Street, Manchester. 
Tel: Blackfriars 6130) 


Northern Home Counties Region 

Bedford and District TOW 

Bishop’s Stortford and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Central Middlesex Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Clacton and District Group 

Colchester and. District Group 

East Herts Group, Herts Spastics Society 

East London Spastic Society H 

Epping Forest and District Branch TO 

Essex ‘Group 

Harlow and District Branch 

Hatfield and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

Hemel Hempstead and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Hitchin and District Friends of Spastics, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Ilford, Romford and District Spastics 
Association 

Luton, Dunstable and District Spastics 
Group T 

Maidenhead Friends of Spastics Group 

North London Area Association of Parents 
and Friends of Spastics a 

North-West London Group oO 

Oxfordshire Spastics Welfare Society TC 

Reading and Berkshire Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Slough and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 

Southend-on-Sea and District Spastics 
Society 

South-West Middlesex Group 

St. Albans and District Group, Herts 
Spastics Society 

Walthamstow and District Spastics Society 

Watford and District Group, Herts 
Spastic Society 

Welwyn Garden City and District Group, 
Herts Spastics Society 

Wycombe and District Spastics Society T 
(Reg. Off: R. C. Lemarie, 524 St. 
Alban’s Road, North Watford. Tel: 
41565). Reg. Soc. Worker, Miss Bal- 
lance, same address 
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Key: 
T—Treatment Available 
E—Education 
O—Occupational Centre 
W—wWork Centre 
H—Holiday Home 
C—Child Care 
R—Residential Centre 


South-Eastern Region 

Bournemouth, Poole and District Spastics 
Society CTE 

Brighton, Hove and District Branch TOC 

Central Surrey Group 


Croydon and District Branch TEWC 
East Sussex Group TC 
Folkestone and District Branch H 
Isle of Wight Group TE 
Maidstone Area Spastic Group OT 


Medway Towns Branch T 
North Hants and West Surrey Group TEC 
North Surrey Group WwW 
North-West Kent Spastics Group WwW 
North-West Surrey Group TEC 
Portsmouth and District Spastics Society 

Ww 


Southampton and District Spastics 
Association TOWC 

South-East London Group T 

South-East Surrey Spastics Group 
(Redhill) 

South London Group 

South-West London and District Group 

South-West Surrey Group T 

Thanet Group 

Tunbridge Wells, Tonbridge and Area 
Group 

West Kent Spastics Society, Incorporating 
Bromley and District Spastics Group W 

Winchester and District Spastics Group 
(Reg. Off: H. J. I. Cunningham 29b 
Linkfield Lane, Redhill, Surrey. Tel.: 
Redhil’ 3944 and 2250). Reg. Social 
Worker, Mrs. Chinchen, same address 


Welsh Region (including Mon.) 

Cardiff and District Spastic Assoc. TC 
Colwyn Bay and District Spastics Society 
Conway and District Branch 

Flint Borough Spastics Association 
Kenfig Hill and District Spastics Soc. CT 
Merthyr Tydfil and District Spastics Soc. 
Montgomeryshire Spastics Society 
Pontypridd and District Group 

Swansea and District Spastics Association 


(Reg. Off: B. Kingsley-Davies, 2 
Saunders Road, Cardiff. Tel: 29289). 
Reg. Social Worker, Miss Davey, same 
address 


Western Region 
Bath and District Spastics Society 
Bridgwater and District Friends of 
Spastics Association Ah 
Bristol Spastics Association CTOW 
Cheltenham Spastic Aid Association ET 
Cornish Spastics Society 
Exeter and Torbay Spastics Society T 
Plymouth Spastic (CP) Assoc. COETW 
Swindon and District Spastic Society 
Yeovil and District Spastics Welfare 
Society 
(Reg. O: Mrs. A. Mansel-Dyer, St. 
John House, 60 Staplegrove Road, 
Taunton, Somerset. Tel: 81678) 


Jersey Spastic Society 


Chief Regional Officer: 
(A. M. Frank, M.C., M.A., 12 Park 
Cresc., London, W.1.) 


Local Projects Secretary: 
(D. Lancaster-Gaye, 12 Park Cresc., 
London, W.1.) 
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